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Joseph Alsop 

Bunker, Johnson and Lodge 
Held Excellent Appointments 


AS USUAL, President- 
elect Nixon will keep every- 
one guessing as long as the 
possibly can, on the safe 
rule that “dogs don’t bark 
that don’t hear anything.” 
But the straws in the wind 
concerning his Vietnam pol- 
icy are getting very big and 
very numerous. 

First there was his re- 
quest to Ambassador Ells- 
worth Bunker to stay on in 
Saigon. The request was 
made with advance knowl- 
edge that with his custom- 
ary hardihood, self-denial 
and patriotism, Bunker had 
decided he must continue 
his enormously exacting 
task if asked to do so. 

Next, there was the choice 
of the able U. Alexis John- 
son for the chief political 
job in the State Depart- 
ment. Finally, there was the 
excellent nomination of 
Henry Cabot Lodge Jr., to 
replace Averell Harriman in 
Paris. 

The truth is that the Pres- 
ident-elect and his Secretary 
of State-to-be, William Rog- 
ers, would have had to 
search Very far and very 
long to find another trio 
like Bunker, Johnson and 
Lodge. Even among the 
strongest advocates of our 
Vietnam policy, a good 
many have had their doubts 
and qualms along the long, 
rough road. But these three 
have never had a moment’s 
doubt that we were doing 
the right thing in Vietnam, 
that hard national interests 
compelled' us to do it, and 
the job must be finished 
without fumbling or fudg- 
ing. 

If you are even moder- 
ately astute (and both Nixon 
and Rogers are far more 
than astute), you do not se- 
lect deeply convinced advo- 
cates of one policy to exe- 
cute an entirely opposite 
policy. Thus these appoint- 
ments clearly imply that 
Richard M. Nixon has de- 
cided, for^now at any rate, 
to follow a fairly tough pol- 
icy in Vietnam. 


It is clear, moreover, that 
he took this crucial decision 
with full knowledge there 
might be some testing times 
ahead, despite the rightly 
encouraging assessment of 
the Vietnam situation that 
was given to him by Gen. 
Creighton Abrams’ outstand- 
■ ing deputy, Gen. Andrew 
Goodpaster. 

The President-elect had 
this knowledge simply be- 
cause he has been getting 
. the fullest possible intelli- 
gence briefings ever since 
election day. And the evi- 
dence is now very clear in- 
deed that Hanoi now means 
to try to mount one more 
big show, quite possibly to 
coincide with the new Presi- 
dent’s inauguration. 

The evidence takes the 
form of all sorts of indica- 
tions of a greatly increased 
December troop movement 
from North Vietnam along 
the Laos trails. The Octo- 
ber-November average in 
fact seems to have been tri- 
pled for December, with no 
less than 30,000 men head- 
ing southward, probably in- 
cluding one entire division 
of the four that were pulled 
back to their North Viet- 
namese base-areas some 
months ago. 

An increased troop move- 
ment on this very ibig scale 
inevitably presages a re- 
newed offensive effort in 
South Vietnam. In the old 
days, before the bombing 
halt, it would have presaged 
such an effort in late Febru- 
ary or March, for the time 
in transit was then above 
four months. But the troops 
can now be trucked to the 
last crossing into Laos; and 
it is therefore quite possible 
for all the incoming troops 
to be in place and ready by 
mid-January. 


The full division that is 
probably on the way is 
thought to be destined for 
Quangtri and/or Thuatian, 
the two most northerly prov- 
inces where the very guts of 
the Vietcong structure in 
the countryside are now 
being torn out, week by 
week. The other troops in 
movement are thought to be 
replacements, destined to 
beef up other big units in I 
Corps and those on the bor- 
ders of III Corps. 

It is always barely possi- 
ble, of course, that this very 
large troop movement in- 
cludes great numbers of 
small, specially trained 
squads of North Vietnamese, 
intended to be injected at 
the eroded guerrilla base of 
the Vietcong, there to act as 
pseudo-guerrillas. But this is 
thought to be most unlikely. 
Another convulsive attempt 
to launch an impressive, 
large-scale offensive is what 
is generally predicted by 
those who know most. * 

The fact is that one can 
see no reason why another 
attempt of the sort pre- 
dicted should end a whit 
better than the August-Sep- 


tember offensive, which cost 
the enemy lost above 45,000 
men, with no results at all 
to show for this terrible ex- 
penditure. 

But in these matters no 
one can ever be sure that 
bad luck may not produce a 
different result the next 
time around. Hence the 
President-elect is also to be 
congratulated on his cour- 
age, if he has indeed taken 
the decision his appoint- 
ments indicate. 
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